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Palaez had sent Cordova from the Tampico district in April
to unify rebel forces in the states of Puebla, Tlaxcala, More-
los and Oaxaca under the Palaez leadership.
Cordova took the American consular agent to the hills
after permitting Mrs. Jenkins to procure an overcoat for her
husband. He told Jenkins that he meant no harm to him but
that he intended to hold him for 1.50,000 pesos ransom which
the Carranza government would be obliged to pay since the
American government would demand it. He sought, he ex-
plained to Jenkins, to show the American government that it
had made a mistake in recognizing the government of Car-
ranza because this government could not possibly guarantee
the safety of American lives and property in Mexico.
Before leaving Mexico City for Puebla I visited the Amer-
ican embassy and talked with George T. Summerlin, charge
d'affaires in the absence of the ambassador, and Matthew E.
Hanna, first secretary, and others including the military at-
taches of the embassy staff. The latter informed me that there
had been an effort to kidnap Mr. Summerlin about the time
Jenkins was abducted in Puebla. This had been frustrated by
the simple expedient of keeping Mr. Summerlin under cover
for several days while bandits, unmolested by the Carranza
authorities, were patrolling the vicinity of the embassy in the
heart of Mexico City. I later learned that the sub-chief of
this abducting expedition was Cojistantin Reyes, another
lieutenant of General Palaez. I also discovered that Cordova
in Puebla had not only been ordered to seize Jenkins but like-
wise the British vice-consul and the Spanish vice-consul.
At the same time a third sub-chief of the Palaez forces had
been ordered to capture the American consular agent at
Guadalajara, a plan which miscarried.
Had the Palaez-Cordova plot wholly succeeded in seizing
the acting American ambassador in Mexico City, the Carranza